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Ethics, Enhancement,
and Sport

The ethics of enhancement are
intelligible only within a
comprehensive understanding of
the goals, meaning and values
Intrinsic to the practice in
guestion.

Excellence in sport as
expression of:

Natural talents

Virtuous perfection of those talents



From the Inside

What is the relationship
between this particular
species of enhancement and
and the values intrinsic to
to the activity?
Does it support those values?
Does it not significantly impinge
Impinge upon those values?

Does it undermine those values?
values?
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“Reasons for Why Baseball
IS the Best of All Games”

that is, from the start the diamond was made just the
right size; the pitcher's mound just the right distance
from home plate etc, and this makes possible the marvel-
ous plays, such as the double play. Thephysical layout

of the game is perfectly adjusted to the human skills

it is meant to display and to call into graceful exercisey
Whereas, basketball eg, is constantly (or was then) ad-

justing it rules to get them in balance,




To select from among all possible
possible factors that could influence
Influence performance and success a
success a finite set that foster the

the display of certain natural talents
talents and their virtuous perfection.
perfection.
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Ethics of Enhancement
In Context

The non-trembling o
neurosurgeon

The point of the
practice: The “spirit of
of sport”
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« Not the means per se,
==sc rather their
relationship to the goals
goals of the practice,

practice, values, and
human flourishing
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Unequal access

g Impacts on health e
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i h|ghly coercwe 5 /

The use of enhancement
technologles may be at best
quaS|-vquntary, perhaps hlghl
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Pressures Wk
e Competmon (eg SATs)
Athletes -
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| access to enhancemeny/
~ technologies that are 2/ S
< . ,somally valued or rewarding,
% rally suspect
mes may be
‘ ,,,'-inequal.ltles

e e g 'h;-H and heught
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................. = A libertarian approach to dru
drugs and sport could pressure

ressure athletes to take higher
‘higher does and novel -
combmatlons of .drugs A
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UnjustZUnwise NE
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| ﬂ ................. -_ ; Breast augmentatlon Surgery

we should have specnat and dee )
concerns about medicine partie patmg IN Sl
= practices that reflectand reipforce S
~+ certain suspect norms of agpearance..
% For while we want to alleViate what can
. “Dbevery real [physucal psychologlcal]
e e m the danger ar Ss that, in doing so,
e T wewill heraot 'a way that is
TS Vs P ._co poh ltous WI .he, very evils that give
gl s rise t L., e |
: : ~'-1 i ] :
Margaret thtle IC Surdery Suspect Norms, and the Ethics of

of Complicity” in E ncmg Human Traits: Ethical-and Saocial Impllcatlons ed. -
ed. Erik Parens (Georgetown Unnversuty Press, 1998)
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